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The Commission is considering here changes in its telephone and cable inside

wiring rules and policies in light of the evolving and converging marketplace.

Comments were filed on March 18,1996.

The National Telephone Cooperative Association ("NTCA") is a national

association of approximately 500 LECs that provide telecommunications services to

end users and interexchange carriers throughout rural and small-town America.

Approximately 170 NTCA members also provide cable services, mostly to their

subscribers under the prior rural exemption that permitted them to provide video

programming to Census defined places with no more than 2500 inhabitants. All NTCA

members are small companies which generally have small staffs. Consequently, the

companies support simplified Commission procedures and fules that minimize

regulatory burdens while allowing the companies to deliver services to the public in an

efficient manner.

The Commission is concerned that certain differences between its cable and

telephone inside wiring rules may cause confusion and impede the development of



competition. These include differences in the demarcation point, signal leakage

safeguards and rules regarding consumers' access to inside wiring. 1 Part of the

Commission's concern is the establishment of regulatory parity among cable and

telephony services in a converging marketplace. NTCA supports the concept of

regulatory parity and the Commission's efforts in examining its rules to ensure that

they do not favor one group of providers to the detriment of others. However, the

Commission need not harmonize differing rules that address differing technological or

practical solutions, achieve legitimate regulatory goals and that do not favor one group

over another.

With respect to the demarcation point, the Commission asks whether it should

establish a common demarcation point for wireline communications networks

regardless of whether the networks are broadband or narrowband, or, cable or

telephony services. USTA's comments suggest that the Commission should establish

rules that recognize the differences between twisted pair service facilities and those

required when coaxial cable is utilized. USTA also points out that the goal should be

to ensure that the demarcation point is accessible and suggests that the Commission

should take a pragmatic and flexible approach to achieve that goal.2 It recommends

that the demarcation point for both cable and telephone inside wiring be established as

a Network Interface Point and be installed by the service provider. NTCA supports

this view.

1 Notice at ~ 3.

2 USTA Comments at 2-3.
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NTCA agrees that the goal of the rules should be to ensure accessibility

regardless of who the provider is. Both the subscriber and the provider are principally

interested in the efficient delivery of services and the opportunity for choice. These

purposes can be best accommodated by rules that are reasonable and flexible and

that permit the subscriber to choose among providers in a competitive environment.

NTCA also agrees that consumers should have the right to provide and install

their own broadband inside wiring on their side of the demarcation point. 3 Further, with

respect to narrowband wiring inside the demarcation point, there is no need to change

the rules that permit consumers access to the wire regardless of the type of service for

which it is used.

NTCA also agrees with USTA's position that the Commission need not revisit the

rules that have deregulated the installation and maintenance of simple and complex

telephone inside wire. 4 It may be necessary to simplify cable rules relating to technical

standards, the disposition of wiring after the termination of service, and the rates for

3 USTA Comments at 6.

4 USTA at 5.
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wiring installation and maintenance. However, the reform of these rules should not

result in the reregulation of installation and maintenance of simple and complex

telephone inside wire.

Respectfully submitted,

NATIONAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

By: /)i~ ~~L f4(Av )
David Cosson / '"
(202) 298-2326

By: ,---;( c/JZtl!zu- L. Marie Guillory
(202) 298-2359

Its Attorneys

2626 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

April 17, 1996
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